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Exxon Valdez in Sup. Court
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The infamous 1989 Exxon
Valdez oil spill will be in the
spotlight today at the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Exxon Mobil argues that it
shouldn't be forced to pay
$2.5 billion dollars in
punitive damages citing a
maritime law that dates back
to the year 1818. But Alaska
natives argue that the
company knowingly allowed
a struggling alcoholic to run
a giant ship with disastrous
consequences and should be
Article Tools punished for its
recklessness.
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Today, the long legal battle over that spill makes its way to the U.S. Supreme
Court. Exxon Mobil argues it's already fulfilled its legal obligations,- paying $3.5
billion for the clean-up and hundreds of millions to Alaskan natives.

Any more, it says, would be unconstitutionally excessive.
Alaska natives disagree.

Travis Vlasoff, a native from the village of Tatitlek, says "there's been a lot of debate
about the dollar value expended on the cleanup effort, and I'm here today to tell you
that's irrelevant. What matters is that the cleanup was ineffective."

Residents say even the millions awarded after the accident wasn't enough to pay for
lives and livelihoods changed forever.
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Residents like Cordova resident Bill Webber who says "herring -- we haven't fished it
for 20 years. That's half my income."

Nearly 33,000 Alaskans stand to share $2.5 billion or nothing.

Search Toolbox

P

") Keyword (*)Search Site ) Web

"Search "

http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles—-CBD-2008-02-27-0016.html

Page 1 of 2


http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/wcbd.com/news/2008/02/27/0016/1907946211/Right1/default/empty.gif/34326466613136633437636464316630
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000727591/mnum=0000396870/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/cstr=94713474=_47cdd241,1939829349,727589%5E396814%5E77%5E0!727590%5E396815%5E1%5E0!727591%5E396870%5E1%5E-71,1_/bnum=94713474
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/wcbd.com/news/2008/02/27/0016/1356430223/Middle/OasDefault/cbd_nosponsor/cbd_cq_nosponsor.jpg/34326466613136633437636464323030
mailto:newstip@wcbd.com
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-03-04-0027.html
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000727594/mnum=0000547863/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/cstr=97454128=_47cdd1fa,7836810734,727592%5E396816%5E77%5E0!727593%5E396835%5E1%5E0!727594%5E547863%5E1%5E0,1_/bnum=97454128
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.ads/wcbd.com/dealoftheday@x50?x
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/home.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/weather.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/Business.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/sports.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/Entertainment.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/AP_Video_Gallery.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/online_extras.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/where_2.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/2_your_health.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/classifieds.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/Shopping.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-03-04-0031.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-03-04-0030.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-03-04-0028.html
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-03-04-0029.html
javascript:newWindow(emailUrl,'emailWin',600,565)
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/WCBD_2_Go/rss.html
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A//www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-02-27-0016.html&title=Exxon%20Valdez%20in%20Sup.%20Court&bodytext=Exxon%20Mobil%20argues%20that%20it%20shouldn%27t%20be%20forced%20to%20pay%20%242.5%20billion%20dollars%20in%20punitive%20damages%20citing%20a%20maritime%20law%20that%20dates%20back%20to%20the%20year%201818.%20&topic=world_news
http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.PrintView.-content-articles-CBD-2008-02-27-0016.html
http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=623
http://www.sphere.com/search?q=sphereit:http://www.wcbd.com/midatlantic/cbd/news.apx.-content-articles-CBD-2008-02-27-0016.html
http://del.icio.us/post
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/inrich.com/gator/news.htm/856675683/Middle/default/empty.gif/34326466613136633437636464323130
javascript:articleClickOverride();
javascript:articleClickOverride();
javascript:articleClickOverride();
javascript:articleClickOverride();

Exxon Valdez in Sup. Court - News - Charleston, SC 3/4/08 1:51 PM

Alaska Governor Sarah Palin says "it is time for them to be able to see some justice
and some closure on this." YAHOO,' SEARCH

Cordova resident Sylvia Lange says "you know, I don't use that word, Closure. I hate it. There is no closure. There is no justice, there's
just an end. We may win. But its not justice because its nineteen years later."
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